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TOPIC: TECHNOLOGY LEVEL B2 STUDENT´S TOPIC WORKSHEET 

Grammar

Past habits (present/past contrast)

Some years ago, the majority of people would call their 
friends and family at Christmas time. Nowadays, more 
and more people just send an email or a text message 
instead.
Sadly enough, nowadays teenagers tend to 
communicate with each other through social 
networks and have very poor face to face interaction. 

Kids used to play in the streets, whereas nowadays, 
they just sit in front of their screens and play video 
games on their own.

Conditional sentences

If + present, / present/future/modal verb 
If (provided) + past, / would + infinitive

If I hadn’t a smart phone, I would definitely feel isola-
ted. I use it constantly to be in the loop.

Idioms & common expressions

To be cutting edge 
(To be at the forefront of progress in its area)
He works for a company at the cutting edge of mobile 
communications technology.

To be on the same wavelength
(To have the same ideas and opinions about sth)
Members of the staff must always be on the same wa-
velength.
To be in the loop/keep sb in the loop 
(To be/to keep sb informed)
When you are a bit strapped, having overdraft protec-
tion comes in really handy.

To click with sb or sth 
(To immediately lke sb or sth)
His idea of creating a website together clicked with 
her at once.

Speaking skills

Highlighting advantages and disadvantages

There are many advantages / disadvantages to 
… and one of them is… 
The positive / negative aspects of … are …
Another benefit / drawback is …
The pros are far more than the cons.

Expressing emphasis

I do believe too much screen time means that 
kids miss out on opportunities to interact and 
socialize.
What parents should do is set a good example 
by limiting their own use of electronic devices 
at home.
New technologies have both advantages and 
disadvantages.

Phrasal verbs

To back up  
(To make an extra copy of a file) 
Be sure you back up your files before you 
change systems.

To sign up
(To register with a service)
She signed up for an online dating service.

To go down 
(To stop operating properly)
I cannot send any emails because the 
server went down.

To pop up  
(To appear suddenly)
I really hate it when all these ads pop up when 
you’re surfing the net.

Vocab
Nouns 

Techie/geek
IT
Word processing
Websites
E-commerce
Video conference
Face to face interaction
Gadgets
Electronic devices
Laptop/Desktop PC/tablet
Wifi hotspots
Social media/Social networks
Cyber crimes: fraud, identity theft, phishing
Privacy issues
Catfish

Verbs

To crash (my computer just crashed)
To freeze
To upload/ download
To boot up (to start)
To browse (websites)
To surf (the net)
To back up (files)
To bookmark (webpages)
To socialize

Adjectives

Wireless
Addicted
Hooked on
Isolated
Indispensable/essential
Innovative
Advanced
Interactive
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TOPIC WORKSHEETS INSTRUCTIONS STUDENT´S TOPIC WORKSHEET 

What is the purpose of the Topic Worksheets?

The purpose of the Topic Worksheets is to help you understand how you can talk about any topic, integrating all the elements from the content blocks that you have to 
know at the end of a particular level.

A Topic Worksheet is like a road map to improve your speaking skills, both for presentation and interaction tasks. They provide the structure that will allow you to show off 
in your speaking exams.

In all of them, you can find different sections with contents that are seen in the level specified at the top of the worksheet. They belong to three main content blocks, namely 
Grammar, Vocabulary (with differentiated sections for Phrasal verbs, Idioms and Common expressions) and Speaking skills. In some of the worksheets, you can alternatively 
find the section Sentence starters, to help you structure the topic. Sections may vary from one worksheet to another.

All the selected contents aim at guiding you into sounding more and more natural when you speak, as you use the Topic Worksheets to round up a topic that you have studied 
in class in several sessions.

These Topic Worksheets are perfect to:  • practise your presentations and interactions with this all-in-one speaking plan
      • make the most of your speaking production including elements from all content blocks
                                                                         • revise before exams

YOUR TASK

You are going to talk about the topic given at the top of the page. Your teacher will tell you how long you have for your speaking practice. You will have 
a conversation in pairs or groups about the given topic, using as many elements from the different sections as possible. Take your time to read all the 
information on the worksheet and to reflect on how you could use it in a conversation.

When you are not sure about how to say something, write it down and either google it or ask your teacher for help. You may need to do both, though.

Your teacher will give you some questions to discuss, like the following. It is also advisable to ask your partner(s) your own questions. You can write them 
down in the space provided below.

TOPIC QUESTIONS
• Can you think of any disadvantages or dangers of new technologies? Do these 
   affect you personally?

WRITE HERE YOUR OWN QUESTIONS 

 • .........................................................................................................................?

 • .........................................................................................................................?

 • .........................................................................................................................?

 • .........................................................................................................................?

 • .........................................................................................................................?

• What are some of the greatest technological achievements that make your life easier?
• Do you think technology will cause unemployment in the future or will it create more 
   work? Why?
• In what ways do you think your life would be different if you hadn’t a mobile phone? Can 
   you think of an anecdote in which you didn’t have your phone with you and you needed 
   desperately?
• Do you think using cell phones too much is bad for our physical or mental health? Why?
• How important are social networks for you? What do you use them for? Have you ever 
   felt “FOMO” (the fear of missing out)?
• Do you think modern technology reduces or increases stress? Why? 
• Do you know the term “infoxication”? Can you guess its meaning? Do you think we suffer 
  from this phenomenon?


