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ENgLiSH iN aCTiON... CONCErTS                                          

stage 

mic  

mic stand 

amp / amplifier  

Pick / guitar pick / plectrum 

guitar lead / cable 

guitar strap 

monitor amp

mixing desk 

masking tape / duct tape 

(guitar) pedal 

Drum kit 

music stand

Objective     To learn some useful words and expressions for talking about concerts.

What’s the best concert you’ve ever been to? Why was it so good? Which singer or band would you like to see in concert? 
Why?

think about it

Useful words 

randy and flynn have just 
started a new band and 
they’re about to play in their 
first concert. [listen and 
chose the correct verbs.]  
r=randy  F=Flynn

F: OK, so I think we’re all set for 
the gig tonight. We’re playing 
at The Rat and Pig pub!

r: The Rat and Pig? [sarcastic] 
That sounds glamorous. 

F: All the greats have (1) played/
sung there. So, I’ve rented 
the instruments, amps and 
microphone.

r: And I’ve hired a strobe light, 
some lasers and a smoke 
machine.

F: We don’t want lights and 
smoke! We (2) need/want 
minimalism! The music needs 
to speak for itself.

r: But we also want to (3) put/give 
on a great stage show. Especially 
as your songs are so bad.

F: Hang on, my songs are really 
catchy!

r: [sarcasm] Oh, yeah. They’re great. 
OK. Look, how about one strobe 
light, but no lasers or smoke?

F: OK. I (4) hope/expect there’s 
a greenroom where we can 
hang out backstage. you know, 
with free snacks and beer.

r: I doubt The Pig and Rat has a 
greenroom. Remember, we’re 
an unknown band and we’re 
only the opening act.

F: Don’t be so negative! Oh, 
before I (5) remember/
forget, we need make sure 
the ticket touts don’t drive the 
ticket prices up. 

r: Ticket touts? I don’t (6) think/
know there’s that much 
demand.

F: Well, how many tickets have 

we sold?
r: At last count… four. To our 

mums and dads.
F: Don’t worry, there’ll be a 

last-minute rush. We should 
(7) give/hand our parents 
backstage passes, so they can 
come to the after-party…. like 
groupies.

r: yeah, my mum would love 
that.  

F: And if you (8) see/notice 
anyone video-taping the show, 
tell security. We don’t want any 
bootlegs of our music on the 
internet.

r: OK. So, what are we getting 
paid?

F: Erm… nothing. We’re paying 
the pub.

r: We’re paying the pub? Are you 
nuts?

F: It’s OK! We’ll (9) make/do 
money from the merchandising. 
I’ve printed T-shirts and caps 
with our name on! OK, here’s a 
copy of the set list. And I think 
we should play at least two 
encores.

r: OK.
F: Right, I need to go and (10) 

make/do my voice warm-up 
exercises. Did I mention I’m 
planning to do a massive stage 
dive?

r: Just don’t land on my mum – 
she’s got a bad back. 

F: OK. So, see you at the sound-
check. 

r: Bye!
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Dialogue : the First Concert

 gig – a concert. 
 sound-check – if a band does 

a “sound-check”, they play a 
few songs to check that the 
sound levels are correct. 

 after-party – a party after a 
concert. 

 Encore – if there’s an 
“encore”, the audience asks 
the band to play another song 
at the end. 

 Backstage – the area behind 
the stage. 

 Backstage pass – a permit to 
go to the backstage area. 

 dressing room – the room 
where band members can get 
changed / put on make-up, etc. 

 ticket tout – someone who 
buys extra tickets that he/she 
sells for an event. also known 
as a “scalper” 

 strobe light – a light that 
produces very short, intense 
flashes of light. 

 smoke machine – a machine 
that produces a dense vapour 
that looks like smoke. 

 green room – a special room 
for band members / actors, etc. 
where they can eat or relax. 

 guest list – a list of people who 
can see the concert for free. 

 set list – a list of the songs a 
band will play in the concert. 

 stage dive – to jump from the 
stage into the arms of members 
of the audience. 

 groupie – a fan (usually a 
woman) who follows a rock 
band on tour. 

 Bootleg copy – an illegal copy 
of a song. 

 merchandising – products 
with the logo, name and image 
of a band / company, etc. 

 main band – the most 
important band that’s playing 
in a concert.

 Backing band / support 
band – the band that plays 
before the main band. 

 fans – the people who really 
like the band. 

 roadie – someone who sets up 
the equipment for the band.

more words 

glOssarY
to speak for itself exp 
if something “speaks for itself“, it doesn’t 
need any explanation 
a last-minute rush exp 
if there’s a “last-minute rush“ at a concert 
or event, lots of people arrive just before the 
concert is about to start 
nuts exp   
crazy / mad / insane

LET’S PLAy 
SOME TUNES! 


